In the Outer Court

which he feels himself to be facing when he enters
on this probationary stage, and which he fancies
covers all that lies on the other side of the gate into
the Outer Court ? Why has the Path been called
"the Path of Woe," if, as the Path is trodden, it
becomes ever more radiant with this diviner joy ?
Yet it is not hard to understand why that phrase
should have been used if, you realise to whom the
Path at first must needs seem a Path of Woe; if
you understand that in this breasting of the moun-
tain side, in this deliberate will to climb so rapidly,
in this deliberate determination to outstrip the
ordinary human evolution, one inevitable result of
the effort must be the concentration into a few lives
of the results that would else have been spread over
many, the coming down on the Soul of the Karma
of the past, which now has to be faced and to be
dealt with in so brief a time, and therefore with a
tremendous added force of intensity. When first
that falls upon the Soul, it may come with a be-
wildering force, it may come with a blinding energy,
which makes it realise suffering as it has never
realised it before. But even then it is not the Soul
itself which feels the woe; it is the lower nature,
blinded still and ever forced onward by the higher;

even in that moment of bitter trial, when all that is
accumulated in many a life behind is coming down
on the Soul that has dared thus to challenge its
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